12 Most Famous Traditional Festivals in Turkey 2024

Turkey is not only the country with historical and cultural backgrounds together with
fascinating viewpoints of the nature. It is also the country of many holidays and festivals that
has infused modernity into their rituals and customs. Turkish festivals include musical, sports,
and other type events including cultural, religious, and lifestyle events. Also, the local
festivities are there in almost every city. Ankara, Antalya and Izmir, among other large cities,
hold events that are famous globally.

So, let’s discuss religious & cultural festivals in Turkey today!

Top 12 Festivals in Turkey 2024

Izmir World Fair

Ramadan

Kadir Gecesi

Seker & Kurban Festivals
Dance Festivals

Tremont Turkey Festival

Music Festivals

Rock’n Coke

Turkey Hot Air Balloon Festival
Cappadox

. International Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival
. Camel Wrestling
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1. Izmir World Fair

lzmir is known for hosting the oldest festival in Turkey, called the Izmir World Fair. This fair
takes place every year in early December. It is organized by iZFAS, which is part of the |zmir
Metropolitan Municipality.

The fair is not just about commercial activities. It also features many social and musical
events. These extra activities started as a way to make the fair more interesting and attract
more visitors. Over time, the festival grew so popular that it became a major event on its
own.
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Today, the Izmir World Fair is a big part of Turkey’s festival scene. It continues to be one of
the most popular festivals in Turkey for 2023. Visitors come from all over to enjoy the fun and
celebrate this long-standing tradition.

2. Ramadan

Ramadan, or Ramazan, is one of the holiest religious festivals in Turkey for Muslims. This
special month is characterized by fasting from food and water from the begining of the day
till the evening. This implies that they do not take food or water during the day or any form of
feed throughout the daylight.

They also limit such practices as smoking and sexual activities. However, the fact that people
are fasting does not mean that life comes to a standstill. Some of its establishments could be
closed or have few orders to honor the fasting process. Some places may even cover their
windows perhaps in an effort to ensure privacy.

Nevertheless, there is a consolidation of friendliness and acceptance among various
enterprises. Ramadan as a period is characterized by fasting, prayer, and focality around
friends and family. It is a great honour and respect paid to this festival thus making it one of
the most celebrated festivals or Turkey. This period is a time when people refrain from eating
and drinking but also enhances spiritual growth and working on the self.

3. Kadir Gecesi

Kadir Gecesi, or The Night of Power, is a special time during Ramadan when Muhammad
received the Quran from the angel Gabriel. This important night falls between the 27th and
28th days of Ramadan. During this period, mosques are brightly lit up and remain full of
people all night long. This is because many believe that prayers said on Kadir Gecesi are very
powerful and valuable. On the last day of Ramadan, known as Laylat al-Bara’ah, people go to
cemeteries to visit and honor their loved ones who have passed away. They pay their
respects and remember those who are no longer with them.

4. Seker & Kurban Festivals

Seker Bayrami happens right after Ramadan and lasts for three days. Families come together
to celebrate. They give presents and candies to children and stay away from restaurants. On
the night before the festival, called Arife, you should book restaurant tables early because
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they get crowded.
Kurban Bayrami (Festival of Sacrifice)

Kurban Bayrami is on the fourth day and is also known as the Festival of Sacrifice. People
remember the story of Prophet Ibrahim and his son ishmael from the Quran. They show this
by sacrificing a sheep, lamb, or goat.

Another thing | want to mention here, traveling during the Seker and Kurban festivals can be
hard. You should book your seats on trains or planes early. These festivals are very popular in
Turkey. Also, many shops, banks, museums, and government offices close during these
times. So, plan ahead to avoid any problems.

5. Dance Festivals

Turkey has many exciting festivals throughout the year. While some festivals feature famous
performers from all over the world, others celebrate the unique culture of Turkey! Folk dance
festivals are special events where you can see talented groups perform traditional dances.

The dancers wear beautiful and colorful costumes that reflect the different regions of Turkey.

These festivals are a fantastic way to experience Turkish culture firsthand. You'll get to see
something truly special and create memories that will last a lifetime. So, if you're looking for
a fun and cultural turkey activity on your trip to Turkey, be sure to check out one of these
amazing folk dance festivals!

6. Tremont Turkey Festival

The Tremont Turkey Festival began in 1966 to raise funds for the local community. Over the
years, it has grown into a beloved tradition, attracting visitors from all over the region. The
festival is typically held over a weekend in June and has become a staple event for the
residents of Tremont and neighboring areas.

There is plenty of delicious food to try, including the famous grilled turkey and strawberry
shortcake. The festival also features arts and crafts booths, a parade, and fun carnival rides.
You can even watch a race or enter a contest! The Tremont Turkey Festival is a great way to
spend a summer weekend with family and friends.
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7. Music Festivals

One of the biggest music festivals in Turkey happens in the Gumusluk area. The main part of
the festival starts on September 5. However, there are also some classical music events in
July, August, and September. If you love symphony orchestras, this is a great way to unwind
after a busy day of exploring. The festival is a big event each year, showcasing performances
and new music from Turkey and other countries. Be sure to buy your tickets early because
they can sell out quickly. This festival usually takes place in and around Istiklal Caddesi, and
it runs from late March to mid-April.

8. Rock’n Coke

Rock’'n Coke is Turkey’s largest rock festival, and it's definitely worth checking out. Started in
2003 with Coca-Cola as its sponsor, this huge festival happens at the Hezarfen Airfield. It
attracts famous musicians from all over the world, such as Travis, Limp Bizkit, Placebo, Muse,
lggy Pop, Linkin Park, and Gogol Bordello. If you love music, this festival is a must-see. So
why wait? Grab your tickets for Turkey now and enjoy this amazing festival with your family
and friends.

9. Turkey Hot Air Balloon Festival
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The Turkey Hot Air Balloon Festival happens every year in the beautiful region of Cappadocia.
This festival is famous worldwide for its stunning displays, attracting adventurers from all
over. Picture colorful balloons filling the sky, a vibrant atmosphere on the ground, and
magical landscapes all around. The hot air balloon rides offer breathtaking views of unique
rock formations, ancient caves, and scenic valleys, making it an unforgettable experience.

The Cappadocia Hot Air Balloon Festival takes place on August 11th, 12th, and 13th each
year, lasting for three days. With so much popularity, it's wise to book your Cappadocia hot
air balloon tour tickets early to ensure you don’t miss out.

10. Cappadox

Cappadox is a fascinating festival held annually in the beautiful Cappadocia region. Since
2015, this festival has been celebrating music, contemporary art, outdoor activities, and
great food. It brings together international artists like Mercan Dede, Rhye, Ilhan Ersahin, and
Acid Pauli. Cappadox is also known for its amazing food events, making it one of the top food
festivals in Turkey. If you enjoy music, art, and delicious food, Cappadox is a festival you
won't want to miss.
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11 . International Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival

Another exciting festival in Turkey is the International Aspendos Opera and Ballet Festival.
This festival happens every year at the nearly 2000-year-old Roman Aspendos Theatre, which
is located just outside of Antalya. Aspendos is one of the best-preserved ancient theatres in
the world. The festival features some of the finest opera and ballet performances from
international artists. It's a special experience to watch incredible performances in such a
historic setting.

12. Camel Wrestling

Camel wrestling might sound strange, but it's a fun tradition that you can still see in Turkey.
It mostly happens along the western coast in the Aegean region. Every January, near the
famous Ephesus ruins, there’s a special camel wrestling competition!

In these events, two male camels, also called bulls, compete to win over a female camel,
known as a cow. The camels show off their strength to impress her. It's a unique and exciting
way to experience Turkish culture, which attracts both locals and visitors. That’s why you can
consider it as famous festival in Turkey.

Planning Your Visit Around Turkish Festivals

Turkey's festivals offer a deep dive into its cultural richness and community spirit. With over
a thousand festivals each year, there’s always something to celebrate. Here’s how to make
the most of your festival experience:

Major Holidays in Turkey

New Year’s Day: January 1

National Sovereignty and Children’s Day: April 23

Labour Day: May 1

« Commemoration of Ataturk, Youth and Sports Day: May 19
* Victory Day: 30 August

* Republic Day: October 29th
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Fridays in Turkey

In Turkey, Friday is akin to Sunday in many other countries, being the traditional day of rest
and religious observance. This is when Muslims gather for prayers and spend time with
family.

Celebrations and Traditions

Turkey is known for its significant geographical location, bridging Europe and Asia. This
influences its diverse cultural practices and celebrations. While Easter is celebrated,
experiencing it in one of Turkey’s ancient churches is a unique treat.

Practical Tips for Festival-Goers

1. Plan Ahead: Major festivals attract large crowds. Book your travel and accommodations
early.

2. Respect Customs: During religious festivals, be mindful of local customs and dress
codes.

3. Business Hours: Many shops and offices may close during major festivals, so plan your
activities accordingly.

4. Public Transport: Expect crowded public transport during festivals. Reserve your seats
on long-distance trains or flights in advance.

Last Words

With so many exciting festivals, Turkey is a destination where tradition and modernity
beautifully coexist, offering visitors unforgettable experiences.



